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[Continued from p. 232.) 


Case I1V.—July 5th. A. G. = et. 37. Patient was oe in the 
country in an open carriage, which, on turning a corner, struc inst a 
9 upset; the horses at this, took fright and ran rs gg bill, 
tient was found a short distance from where the accident took place, 
insensible. His wounds were immediately dressed, after which he was 
brought, some three miles, to the Hospital. di 
On examination, find a compound and comminuted fracture of lower 
part of left humerus just above the elbow-joint ; a small opening nearly 
two inches long extending to inner condyle, and another smaller opening 
in the skin higher up, on the outside of the arm. The parts in the 
vicinity are considerably bruised and swollen. Also a fracture of lower 
of left tibia and fibula, just above the ankle joint, but not involving 
it; the foot is inverted. 
The wound in arm being covered with lint soaked in the blood, 
bandages and splints were applied to both arm and leg. 
6th.—Took last night tr. opii, gtts. Ix., with some relief to pain 
and watchfulness. Apply extension to leg. This was done by an 
speernee used in the house for this purpose, made by Dr. Livingston 
, White Plains, N. Y. It is on the Amesbury principle of the 
double inclined plane. The thigh is bandaged to the upper portion, and 
extension is produced by strapping the foot to the foot-piece, which slides 
up and down in a groove by means of an iron screw. — ‘ 
pip splints on arm, put it in a slightly flexed position, and place it 
on a pillow. 
Keep arm and leg constantly wet with—Ale. dilut., § iv. ; tr. opii, § js 
M. R. Lig. ammon. acet., 3 ss.; tr. camph. opiat., 3j. M. 
7th. —Suffered but little pain yesterday ; slept pretty well. Rather 
feverish this morning. Pulse 100. R. Sulph. magnes., § ss. 
_ 8th.—-Medicine not operating, was followed by an enema in afternoon, 
since when patient has been more comfortable ; less thirst and heat of 
skin. Pulse 82. Rice for dinner. new cals 
_12th.—Apply along outside of leg, in addition to present instrument, 
a long splint with a foot-piece attached, similar to the apparatus employed 
in clu in order to abviate the tendency of the foot to turn in, 
13 


250 Fractures in the Massachusetts General Hospital. . 


14th.—Swelling of arm and leg nearly all subsided. May have 
chicken-broth. 
17th.—Has suffered since accident from — R. Pulv. aloe, 
.i.; pulv. rhei, ge. saponis, gr. iss. Ft. pil. e night. 
20th’ —Scarcely discharge from wounds. Ap 

_28th.—Wound on under side of arm quite superficial, and about the 
size of a fourpence. 

. Aug. 4th.— Wound on arm cicatrized. Apply a starch bandage 
to Jeg. 

‘14th. —Bandage removed ; union of bones quite strong. Can bring 
arm nearly to a straight line ; flexion and rotation good. 

19th.—Walks with ease. Discharged well. 

This patient, by his own report, never drank a glass of anything that 
will intoxicate in his life, and to his strict temperance he no doubt owes 
his recovery unmutilated, after such serious injuries. 

Case V.—July Sth. E. W., et. 23. Patient reports that right leg 
was caught and forced against a stone door step by the tail of a truck, 
about one hour before admission. 

On examination, find a commiauted fracture of lower third of right 
tibia,’ in width about three inches, extending obliquely towards inner 
ankle; in front of leg, a small opening, just large enough to admit a 
te passes down to the bone ; some oozing of blood from this wound. 

wo or three inches above this, is a simple fracture of the fibula. No 
shortening, and but little distortion of limb. 

~ Cover wound with lint and sticking plaster. The leg was then placed 
on a pillow, and two pieces of wood, twenty-four inches long, two wide, 
and extending three inches below the foot, were placed on the outside of 
the pillow, and the whole tied tightly round with four pieces of tape. 
Long compresses wet with diluted aleohol were placed along the top of 
the Junb, and frequently changed. This was intended merely as a tem 
rary arrangement, but was found to answer the purpose so well, there being 
no shortening requiring extension, that it was kept on for a month, 
only changed for a starch bandage. . 

13th.—Some little pain in fracture. Swelling of limb continues. 
Apply a many-tailed bandage, and again place limb in the pillow and 
outside splints. 

18th.—Patient was attacked last night with rheumatism in the shoulders, 
to which he has always been subject ; he was treated for this in the usual 
way, till Aug. 6th, by which time he was relieved. No change was 
made in the treatment of the leg, which continued quite comfortable, the 
ye wound having healed soon after entrance, without any discharge 


pus. 
Aug. 6th.—On examination of limb find fibula united, and but slight 
motion in tibia. Apply a starch bandage from foot to knee. ) | 
12th.—Walks about ward very well with a crutch. : 
 18th.—Bandage removed yesterday. Bones quite firm. Leg straight, 
smooth, and of same length with uninjured one. Discharged well. 
Case VI.—July 19th. J. M.S., et. 25. Patient was riding in a 


a 
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too heavily laden on one side, when it suddenly turned over, 
anda butter-firkin struck him on the foot, turning it inwards. Was unable 
to bear any weight upon it, and experienced great pain, with swelling of 
ankle in a few aa 

On examination, find scarcely any deformity or displacement about 
font or ankle. ‘Tibia perfect. End of fibula malleolus. 
Crepitus very distinct. Some tenderness on motion. Place lee on a 
pillow, and apply frequently compresses wet with diluted alcohol. “ 

20th.—Slept pretty well: this morning ankle much swollen. No 
dejection. R. Magnes. sulph., 3 vj. 

Zist.—But little pain ; swelling less. Cathartic operated. Omit diluted 
alcohol. Apply Mur. ammon., aceti., ¥iv.; alc. dilut., viij. M. 

26th.—Foot keeps in very good position on pillow; no pain or 
diminishing. Apply 1 

28th.—Swelling diminishing. eg splint with foot-piece. 

August 8th.—Leg straight, of pow quite Walks 
with ease. Discharged well. 

Case VII.—July 20. Mrs. M. McC., et. 45. Patient slipped and 
fell down a flight of stairs, striking first on one side and then on the 
other; was in great pain and unable to move limbs at all, the slightest 
motion causing intense suffering. 

On examination, find great swelling of middle of right thigh, also 
around the trochanter. Crepitus distinct. Limb shortened about two 
inches, and foot everted, but can be easily extended and retained in 
proper position. The swelling of the thigh presents the usual appearance 
consequent on fracture of the shaft of the bone ; the trochanter, however, 
moves freely with the body of the bone upon rotation, and the fracture, 
therefore, must be within the trochanter. Left shoulder much swollen. 
The acromion, coracoid process and scapula sound. On the inner side 
of the coracoid process is a prominence, on the outside of which is a 
fulness and tension along deltoid muscle. Motions of arm free but 
exceedingly painful ; whole of humerus seems to move together, but by 
pressing on the head of the bone and moving lower part of shaft, a 
distinct crepitus is obtained, as if there was an oblique fracture of the 
neck. Fore-arm to be at right angle with arm. Apply compresses wet 
with alc. dilut. to thigh and shoulder. 

23d.—Swelling and heat of thigh much less. Complains of pain on 
pressure over trochanter, or in groin. Shoulder looks better ; the promi- 
nence about coracoid process somewhat diminished. Apply to thigh the 
apparatus before described (Dessault’s modified). Simple splint for arm 
to rest on. 

29th.—Swelling and soreness of thigh nearly gone ; retains its length 
without much extension. Arm in good aoa and not painful. 

August 10th.—Removed splint from leg. 

15th.—Can bend knee a little; has some pain in groin on motion ; 
can raise arm pretty well. , i 

30th.—Is able to go about with crutches. Can raise the hand to 
head easily. Discharged well. 
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Case VIII.—July 7th. Mrs. H. H., et. 28.—Patient, who is a per- 
son of intemperate habits, threw herself from the cupola of a two story 
house 0. to the pavement, with the intention of committing suicide, 

On exemination, find an oblique fracture of left femur at upper third, 
attended with pe swelling ; also a fracture directly across patella, with 


a puffy s:ate of the joint, as if from the effusion of blood ; also a small 
cut on the head between the eyes. The foot is turned inwards, and the 
whole limb is shortened six inches. Apply Dessault’s modified splint. 

8th.—Slept pretty well last night, and is quite comfortable this morn- 
ing. Pulse 92. Some appearance of inflammation about patella. Four 
leeches around patella. 

10th.—Comfortable this morning, except knee which is swollen and 
painful. Apply to knee, compresses wet with diluted alcohol. R. Elix. 
Opii, gtts. xxv. to-night. 

13th.—Knee quite painful this morning. Four leeches around patella. 

14th.—Knee easier to-day since leeches. 

Aug. Ist.—Limb keeps in good position. Suffers no pain in knee. 

9th.—Knee was slightly bent to-day, giving much pain. Passive mo- 


tion daily. 
—T union of femur. Knee continues rather stiff. Remove 
splint. 


13th.—By measurement limbs are of the same length. 

18th.—On bending knee this morning some adhesions gave way, pro- 
ao gee pain for a time. Apply tr. saponis et opii to knee 

uently. 

333d. — Motion of knee improving. May use crutches. . 

Sept. 17th.—Leg improves in strength, and knee in motion, daily. 

20th.—Walks about room without crutches. ; 

25th.—Limb of equal length with the other. Discharged well. 

Case [X.—August 17. A.V. T., et. 17. Patient was on board 
of a steamboat which was approaching a wharf, and had just thrown out 
a rope to be fastened to a post, when his leg became entangled in the 
coil and was drawn up against the side of the boat. 

On examination, find left leg swollen and very tense, quite tender 
where the rope passed, which is indicated by a band of bruised skin, two 
inches wide, extending from about four inches above internal malleolus, 
obliquely «downwards and across to internal malleolus. The mark of 
the rope indicates the direction of the fracture. No crepitus can be 
detected, on account of the swelling. No shortening or displacement. 
Place leg on a pillow. 

18th.—Quite comfortable this morning. Swelling as yesterday. R. 


Sulph. magnesie, 3 vi. 

19th.—Some discharge from bruise. Dress wound with simple cerate. 
Apply to limb compresses wet with mur. ammon., 3i.; aceti, § jv. ; alc. 
dilut., vu M. 

24th.—Swelling considerably diminished. Crepitus detected in tibia. 
Discharge from wound free. Apply a splint to the calf of leg. 
eo diminishing ; but wound not clean. “Poultice to 
wound. 


i 
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Sept. 5th—Wound improved in appearance. Omit poultiee. Re- 
cerate. 
Pein Uleeration much contracted. Union of bone tolerably firm. 
25th.—Continues to improve daily. Is able to walk about some with 


ches. 
"Patient being desirous to return to New York, was discharged, although 
the union of bone was not strong enough to enable him to bear any con- 
siderable weight on limb. | 
{To be continued. | 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE PLACIDO PORTAL, M.D., OF PALERMO, SICILY. 


ENTION was made, some months since, of the reception of the follow- 
Ing ae ye sketch, from a foreign correspondent. Through the 
kindness of Luther Clark, M.D., of this city, we are now enabled to 
publish a translation of the memoir, from the Italian ry G 

I enter upon the task of writing a memoir of Placido Portal, a pro- 
found explorer of the secrets of nature, who attained to a great and 
merited fame in spite of the snares which beset him in the difficult path 
of science, in spite of the obloquy and calumny with which his enemies 
strove to thwart his course. Snatched away from his country, from 
friends, from the science which he professed, by a sudden death, it is 
meet to render him the praises which are his due. The loftiest fabrics 
may fall, and others may soon rise upon their ruins to replace them ; but 
not so easily is filled the void made by the loss of one great in intellect 
and great in heart. It is just and right, therefore, to lament his death, 
and that to posterity should be transmitted the memory of a life spent 
pan for the good of science, of suffering humanity, and of studious 

outh. 
f Placido Portal, son of Antonio Portal, Doctor of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, and of Maria Sangiorgio, was born at Biancavilla, a delightful 
village on the side of Mount Etna, in the year 1793. Belonging toa 
wealthy and genteel family, he, like the other brothers, pursued the study 
of letters and the sciences. In 1807 he was sent by his father to Catania, 
and under the direction of Professors Joseph Rizzo, Sebastian Bianchi; 
and Maravigna, he not only distinguished himself in his studies, but at 
their instigation he wrote, while still a youth, a thesis upon the compress- 
bility of water, and obtained for it an unanimous vote of favor besides a 
fe consisting of scientific books. Subsequently he not only perfected 

imself in the study of chemistry, and of medicine and surgery, but also 
under the illustrious Cav. Francisco Ferrara, in that of experimental 
physics and in natural history, to such a degree that he became the assis- 
tant and collaborator of his master. . ~ 

In 1813 he returned to his country, and while searching for plants, 
discovered near Biancavilla, u a hill called Calvary, a quantity of 
specular oxide of iron. In July of the same year appeared the first 
scientific production of young Portal, in a memoir which revealed in him 
an able chemist, botanist and mineralogist ; and elicited much praise from 
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th stientifi: journals, from the learned Sicilians, Scina, Ferrara and 
others, and finally fron Berzelius and other learned foreigners. : 

In September of the same year he went to Palermo, and remained 
there till 1816, practising medicine, and obtaining a great reputation by 
his happy cures and by his successful surgical operations. 

‘The affairs of the continent having become settled, he went to Naples, 
where he was near to the most celebrated men of the time. The Lieu- 
tenant General Fardella, inaking a just estimate of his merits, procured 
for him the friendship of Cav. Paul Assalini, of Savaresi, Santoro, and 
others, who encouraged him in his various labors. Thus he published in 
1818 a letter upon the new obstetrical instruments of Cav. Assalini, with 
an addition of the researches of the same Assalini upon an artificial pupil. 

in 1819 he published further works, upon the method of tying arteries 
in case of hemorrhage, and upon the anatomy of the brain ; also. a trans- 
lation from the French of a memoir upon the sickness and death of the 
Baroness de Staél, and a memoir upon aneurisn of the heart, by 
Antonio Portal, which he illustrated by his own notes ; obtaining thereby 
an honorable letter from that great man, his name-sake, who was then 
living. 

a. February, 1820, he went to Pavia, and in that city published a 
memoir entitled “ Reflections upon a singular Petechial Eruption,” and 
receiving the encomiums of the learned men. of that place, was chosen 
a member of their scientific academy. This memoir, enriched with notes 
and additions, was reprinted by the author, and Counsellor Joseph Frank, 
of Wilna, sent him by letter the highest eulogiums upon it. After 
having in like manner visited Bologna, Pisa and Florence, and being en- 
tertained several months with Vacca Berlingieri, he proceeded to France, 
whither Portal invited him. He was at Marseilles with Cardieri, at 
Montpellier with Delpech, who gave him a copy of his work upon distor- 
tions of the feet. At Paris the famous Anthony Portal introduced him 
to the acquaintance of all the learned in that vast capital, and gave him 
as a memento a work upon Hydropsy, perhaps the last which was written 
by that eminent man. 

In 1822 he returned to Naples, and by concours obtained the post of 
third surgeon of the royal army. Soon after the place of third surgeon 
being vacant in the Hospital of Francisco Saverio, at Palermo, Portal 
was directed to that establishment. 

In 1823 the Austrian troops stationed in Palermo being attacked by 
lues venerea complicated with herpes, Portal was by order of General 
Biliamberk, then commanding the Austrian armies in Sicily, charged 
with the care of those affected, the appointment receiving unanimous appro- 
bation and applause. A temporary hospital was established at Spasimo, 
and thousands of these soldiers were subjected to the curative method of 
Portal, and from day to day the cured went away from the establishment, 
blessing the hand that healed them. Nor did Portal stop here ; but he 
extended his care to the convalescents by pointing out to Government 
the necessity, and proposing for the extirpation of the disease, the warm 
baths of Termini.. The requisite orders being given, he was the first to 
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advantage those waters, not only for baths, but also for internal use. 

But while the present time was perhaps the happiest of his life by the 
success of his arduous labors, an unexpected order came from Palermo, 
commanding his arrest. His innocence, however, being established, and 
the accusation proved false, he was set at liberty, after a month, in July 
of the same year, 1823. 

Nothing disheartened by his misfortune, in the following year he 
published an exposition of his labors, with a memoir entitled “ Suggestions 
respecting the Warm Mineral Baths of Termini.” 

- In 1824 he was elected substitute to the chair of Su and to that 
of Anatomy in the University of Palermo. The hospital for the insane 
being organized in this year, Portal was selected by the chief surgeon to 
organize the house, then under the direction of the excellent Baron 
Pisani. By him was there established the new statistical system; by 
him was made to that good director the proposal of new regulations for the 
insane ; by him were pointed out the methods, the medicines, the machines, 
the dresses for restraint, and so forth. I have myself been witness how 
in visiting these unfortunates, until then the victims of the lash and the 
chain, Portal mingled with them, spoke with them familiarly, settled their 
disputes, listened to their complaints and demands, and to some even 
adininistered food with his own hand. 

Towards the end of the same year an ophthalmo-blenorrheea, com- 
plicated with other diseases, appeared among the oo troops. 
At the suggestion of Professor Quadri, Portal was selected by the 
Government for Professor at the hospital of Zisa in Palermo. Portal 
then, without murmur or weariness, divided his time between Signor 
Francisco Saverio, the hospital of the insane, and Zisa: his unceasing 
activity, his methods and his operations, which were 
for the patients, obtained for him distinguished praise from the Government, 
he being appointed to the only military ophthalmic hospital. ‘The memoir 
which he published upon the observations then made, and upon his 
methods of cure, received the highest encomiums from not a few schools, 
from Baron Villards, Chief Surgeon to the O Imic Dispensary in 
Paris, in the Journal des Connaissances Medicales Pratiques et de Phar. 
macologie (Vol. IIJ., 1825, 1826), from the editor of the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal (Vol. XV., No. 5), and from others. 

In 1837, Portal, in cutting into a perineal abscess in the person of 
Signor Francisco Syracusa, of Palermo, came upon a stone of very large 
size; and he gave in a memoir the history of this case, displaying so 
much skill as to elicit the commendations of his most learned cotemporaries. 

It would occupy too much space were I to nrg all —— 
relating to medicine, su , zoology, mineralogy, chemistry, and 
subjects, which Portal sath to the world. But his surgical clinics and 
his medico-chirurgical memoirs, collected into a large volume at the in- 
stigation of Petrunti, are sufficient to make him iustly regarded by the 
learned as one of the most eminent physicians of Sicily. 

When his Royal Highness the t of Syracusa took the govern- 
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ment of Sicily as the King’s lieutenant, Portal was appointed his private 
physician. being formed of the ancient balbardiers a foot com- 
pany of body-guards, Portal was elected sician to those of Sicily. 
was moreover not only chief surgeon of the civil hospital of Palermo, 
but also of many other benevolent institutions founded in that city. Ever 
ready to assist the poor patients in those establishments, he with kindness 
and a bright countenance encouraged the unhappy victims of disease, 
and with a benignant hand mitigated their sufferings, improving both the 
methods and instruments in order to facilitate and render less painful the 
surgical operations. All his ingenuity, all his knowledge, everything he 
expended for the benefit of mankind. 1 have myself seen him compar- 
ing his own observations with those of other eminent men, and sparing 
no cost in preparing them for the public eye. 
. Receiving from foreign countries great numbers of books and_instru- 
ments, he promptly introduced them to the notice of the studious youth. 
A professor of surgery being wanted in the University of Palermo, Portal 
occupied that place and the chair of obstetrics. A surgical clinic was 
opened by Portal in the civil hospital ; and in the evening at his own 
house to a numerous class of young men he explained the symptoms 
observed in the various patients at the hospital, and each one was with 
—— tables ex pounded by the students and corrected by the professor. 
was thus made clear, and the learners were thus accustomed to act 


essors. 
any academies had Portal for a member, as one who had labored 
much for the progress of the sciences. The King of France, to whom 
he had offered a large volume containing some of his medico-chirurgical 
works, sent him a beautiful gold medal in 1842; and the Emperor of 
— nominated him a chevalier of the order of civil merit. | 
Everything appeared to smile u Portal’s path, when envy com- 
menced anew to raise a storm him, which unexpectedly, 
so dark were the means which his enemies employed. 

In the terrible period of the Asiatic cholera, which in June and Jul 
of 1837 desolated Sicily, and especially the fair Palermo, Portal sedan 
ing nothing, fearing nothing, was ever present, assisting and administering 
medicines to the sufferers ; physician, surgeon, sanitary deputy, counsellor, 
in all capacities Portal was seen acting in this terrible emergency. But 
in vain, even after this fearful storm, did Portal hope to find a calm. The 
honors with which he was crowned, as well as his superior wisdom, aroused 
more fearfully against him his envious opponents, who sighed for his ruin ; 
and at the time when a palm of gratitude was apparently his due for his 
devoted labors, calumny was doing its utmost to injure him. 

On the first of October, 1843, Portal died, far from the city which 
had cradled him, far from the one which had adopted him, unattended 
by his wife, by friends, or acquaintances. He died in the city of Vit- 
toria, falling a victim to a bilious gustric fever with implication of the 
brain. Poor friend! after the early years of your life passed so laboriously, 
that such misfortunes should have been in store for you! Nor at death 
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Legalized Vaccination. 
was there one to shed over you the tears of pity, to comfort fons:lams 


hours, or to close your eyes! So little, alas, is this deceitful a 
for the great ! | a ol 
[The following is the epitaph over the grave of Portal.] 


Cineribus et memorie PLacivo Porta 
Qui Albe-Ville natus 
In Studiorum Universitate 
_ Artem chirurgicam professus 
Tanta excelluit vel industria 
Ut a potentissimis regibus 
Muneribus honorisbusq sit decoratus 
iq desiderium exteris gentibus 
atrie amicis discipulisq 
~Quos miro amore dilexit reliquerit 
Uxor merentissima 
Baronis Taconi cura 


annos LA. menses XI. dics XXV. 
Victorie Kal. Octobris An. MDCCCXLIIL. 


aw l which follows accompanied the gold medal from the King’ 
of France, alluded to in the preceding memoir.] | i) 


Cabinet du Roi. . : Auz Tuileries, le 18 Mars, 1842. 

Monsisur,—Le Roi a agréé ’hommage du volume qui contient vos. 
euvres chirurgicales, et a vu avec intérét qu’s Palermo, comme en 
France, le nom de Portal a été heureux pour la science. oda 

Vous desirez, Monsieur, que vos honorables travaux, ainsi mis au grand 
jour vous passent obtenir la décoration de la Legion d’honneur. Permettez 
moi de replacer vos démarches dans la seule voie qui quisse vous conduire 
au succés, en vous prevenant que cette distinction n’est conférée a des 
étrangers que par l’intermediare et sur la proposition de M. le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangéres. Mais la medaille que j’ai ’honneur de vous 
envoyer, de la part du Roi, vous dira, Monsieur, que Sa Majesté, sensible 
A yotre attention, s’est plu 4 y répondre par un temoignage personnel de. 
sa bienviellante satisfaction. 

Agréez, Monsieur, l’assurance de ma considération tres distinguée. 

Le Secretaire du Cabinet particulier, 

M. le Docteur Placido Portal, 4 Palermo. Camitte Tairy. 


LEGALIZED VACCINATION. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir,—It is now generally acknowledged that vaccination with kinepox is 
a great protection from smallpox ; yet it is surprising how many there are 
unprotected in the surrounding country towns, In the great majority of 
families having children, may be found a greater or less number of this 
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class. These families omit from carelessness, more than from a 

else, to have vaccination performed, and it is generally only brought about 
by imminent danger and great excitement from smallpox. From inquiries 
made on this subject, I should judge that more than one fifth part of all 
the inhabitants of towns in the vicinity of Boston have never had the 
benefit of vaccination, and these are principally children and youth. 
This would not hold true, probably, with the population of Boston, the 
regulations of the city being such as to require all children to be vacci- 
nated before they can enter any of the public schools. 

It is highly important, in my opinion, that every child should be vac- 
cinated as soon as his age and health will allow; so that not only the 
child itself should be protected, but the community preserved from any 
bad effects of smallpox should it accidentally get among them. Con- 
sidering the rapid and free movements. from place to place, of the 
inhabitants of our own country, like the circulation of a giant’s blood, 
and the great and increasing emigration of foreigners among us, would it 
not be well to have some legalized system which would secure the 
protection of all, without its being thought repugnant to democratic 
institutions. P 

The old maxim, so little lived up to generally, that an ounce of pre- 
vention is worth more than a pound of cure, is nevertheless true, and 
ought to be adopted in this case. The prejudices against vaccination are 
so few at the present period, that there would be found no difficulty, I 
apprehend, in carrying out a system of legislation which should require 
that all should be vaccinated under proper and judicious circumstances. 

It is not my object to point out any mode of legislation by which this 
should be accomplished, but merely to call attention to the subject. 

Your most ob’t, Joun Criovuen. 

No. 9 Winter St., Boston. 


SPINA BIFIDA. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journa).| 


Last week a lady was delivered of a female fcetus, of seven months, in 
which the posterior portion of all the vertebra, from the seventh dorsal 
to the sacrum, was wanting. The spinal cord was floating in a fluid 
contained within a perfectly transparent sac of two and a half inches 
diameter transversely, and four and a half inches nearly in the median 
line, of an elliptic form. The foetus was born alive, but died within ten 
minutes after birth. Upon touching the spinal cord, through the sac, 
with the finger, after an interval of an hour, there were violent convulsive 
movements of the superior and inferior extremities. ‘The experiment was 
fr ee at short intervals, five or six times. Two hours after, no such 
effects could be produced by the same means. The only other external 
peculiarities in the case were remarkably small lower extremities, though 
enlarged by anasarcous swelling. ‘Two of the toes were anomalous, and 
the thumb of the right hand. ‘The head very large. 


. 
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Internal appearances.-Upon opening the cavity of the abdomen, 
nothing presented but the urinary bladder, which was large, surrounded 
= rman m8 lobes of the liver which was of immense size. The gall- 

dder filled with air. The stomach and intestines filled the left half of the 
thorax. The cecum and right portion of the colon unattached at its usual 
points ; the transverse and left portions were attached to the vertebre within 
the thorax in part. The right portion of the diaphragm was natural. The 
left presented about one thjrd of the anterior portion only, thus rendering 
the cavity of the thorax and abdomen continuous. left lung was 
atrophied and would not admit of the e of air through its bronchial 
branches ; in appearance it resembled the liver. The spleen was wanting. 
The kidneys were large, without the capsules, and were found in the iliac 
fosse, low down. Uterus well developed, with its appendages, and of 
the natural size. | 

Boston, October, 1845. 


PROTRACTED GESTATION. 


[Tue following case is reported in the last No. of the American Journal 
of Medical Sciences, by Dr. Aristide Rodrigue. The possibility of 
pregnancy during so long a period seems to have been decided in this 
case on very little medical testimony. ‘This deficiency, however, would 
appear to have been made up, in the estimation of the jury, by the very 
doubtful statements of two of their numnber.] , 

Commonwealth vs. Jeremiah Wilson Porter ; Indictment for Fornica- 
tion and Bastardy. January Term, 1844; for Cambria County, Pa. 
Defendant pleaded “ not guilty.” 

The ground on which the defence rested was “ protracted gestation,” 
the term extending to 317 days, from Sept. 24th to Aug. 7th. The fol- 
lowing testimony was produced. 

Margaret , sworn.—I am a single woman; I am 23 years of 
age; I am the mother of a female child; it was born the 7th of August, 
1843 ; Jeremiah Wilson Porter is its father ; the child is living. It was 
begotten on the night of the 24th of September... .. he had 
connection with me more than once, not more than twice, that night ; it 
was three or four weeks after the connection that 1 knew I was pregnant. 
I had connection with no other man after that—I never had connection 
with any man before that; 1 was in bad health; my courses stopped 
about three weeks after the connection; they appeared again about five 
weeks before the child was born—they did not appear before that ; lasted 
two days—there was not the usual quantity ; about this time, five weeks 
before the birth of the child, I wes very sick; had pains which continued 
for a Jong time ; 1 had the pains frequently after this up to the birth of 
the child. 

Catharine Shoup, sworn.—My sister was sick from the 19th January, 
1843, till the birth of her child. Dr. Phytian said she had liver com- 


plaint ; she quit taking medicine the last of June. 


} 
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Dr. Rodrigue, affirmed.—Have been in practice since I graduated, 
nineteen years since ; have attended several hundred cases of midwifery ; 
in my own practice the res pe period was upwards of ten months ; have 
frequently met with cases of protracted gestation beyond the ninth month ; 
it is considered no uncommon occurrence. I have met with several cases 
(a oo weeks, two weeks). I take the pains spoken of to be an attempt 
at labor. gil 

Cases of protracted gestation are met with in young women ; can’t say 
whether they are more numerous after the first birth. ‘The ordinary is 
from 270 to 280 days ; the birth of the child will occur in or about nine 

_ No testimony was produced nt except to prove 
absence delaras he had perth. Fen with the girl, and that he did not 
return until after the birth of the child. He was counselled not to com- 
promise with the female, as the extended term would clear him. 

No evidence was produced to impeach the character or conduct of the 
female ; but, on the contrary, she invariably bore a good reputation, and 
it was also proved that under promises of marriage the plaintiff had 
yielded to the desires of the defendant. | 

The court charged the jury strongly in favor of the medical testimony 
concerning protracted gestation, and the jury, after retiring for a short 
time, brought in a verdict of “ guilty ” against the defendant. 

There was a circumstance which tended strongly to dispose the jury to 
admit the case of protracted gestation; among their number were two 
married men, who stated that their wives always went beyond the usual 
term of nine months, and on one occasion one went beyond ten months. 

- Atnong several other cases which have since come to my knowledge, I 
may mention the following: Elizabeth Marks, a married woman, at the 
age of about 36 years, went eleven months with one of her children. 

account is “that she missed her menstrual period in the beginning of 
November (had been regular before), quickened on the 4th of March ; 
took ship to come to America on the 25th of same month; was very 
sick during the whole passage, which was a very long and boisterous 
one ; and on the Monday before the October court of Cambria county, 
was delivered of her child, being altogether at least 320 days. 


CASE OF ASCITES, CURED BY THE INJECTION OF A STIMULATING’ 
FLUID INTO THE PERITONEAL CAVITY. 


a following interesting case is related in the same Journal, by Dr. 
n B. Sherrerd, of Belvidere, N. J.] 

Mrs. Newman, of Warren county, N. J., aged 40, mother of vig 
children, had been in declining health for a year or more previous to Dr. 
Clark’s seeing her ; a short time before which she was supposed to be again 
with child. Her debility and emaciation increased, and also a distension 
of the abdomen, added to which she had a prolapsus of the bladder. 
Dr. Clark saw her for the first time on the 30th of November, 1843 ; 
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he found her in this miserable condition, with poor appetite and fever, 
suffering constant uneasines while sitting, and pain when on her feet. All 
ordinary remedial medical agents were used to no pu , and on the 
14th of December, Dr. C. deemed it necessary to sedliie paracentesis 
abdominis, and he drew off 54 gallons. She bore the operation well. 
Emaciation, however, contin to advance. She now submitted to 
small bleedings, and the belly filled more slowly. On the 4th of January, 
1844, she was again tapped, and gave 34 vallons; her decline was now 
more rapid ; no appetite, and great emaciation. It now seemed evident 
to Dr. C. that but one more tapping could be borne—he considered that 
the debility induced by the operation would so lessen the liability to 
inflammation, that he felt justified in injecting an astringent infusion, and 
thus produce some alterative effect upon the secreting surface of the 
peritoneum. On the 23d of February, she was subjected to the ope- 
ration the third time; 3 gallons were removed. She was now very 
rate, requiring powerful stimuli. Her physician had prepared an 
fusion of the dried sliced fruit of the persimmon (Diospy irginiana) ; 
with this he /. * a ten ounce syringe, to which he had attached a large- 
sized catheter. ‘This he introduced several inches into the wound in the 
abdomen—he allowed it to remain in ten minutes, when the belly was 
emptied by pressure upon its walls. The doctor continued his 
attendance at the bedside 24 hours. Prostration was extreme ; but reac- 
tion became established at the end of 24 hours, and in 36 she had some 
fever, and great tenderness of the abdomen. She could not move nor 
speak above a whisper during the first 36 hours. Tepid fomentations 
were applied to the abdomen, and continued until a bandage could be 


A profuse bronchorrheea now set in, and in an hour a large silk handker- 
chief would become saturated. This was on the third day after the last 
tapping—it was checked by inhalations of chlorine—this drove the water 
from the lungs to the skin. The diaphoresis becoming too profuse, it was 
stopped principally with lime water, and frictions with pepper and brandy. 
After four or five days, the discharge from the lungs returned, and a 
similar medication drove it again to the skin. The same applications 
were re-applied, and at the same time the inhalations. During the metas- 
tases, the water discharged decreased in quantity, and the patient’s 
appetite increased. A gastrorrhcea now occurred ; constant nausea, 
a retching, and some vomiting at intervals. An emetic was given, 
and the morbid tendency seemed overcome. The urinary secretion now 
became fully established, and she recovered, so that by the 10th of June, 
1844, all her functions were fully restored, and since that time she has 
enjoyed perfect health. 

I make no comment on the case, and would merely call attention to 
the recent experiments of M. veipeat an account of which was given in 

report of the above case was placed at my dis y Dr. Wm, 
C. Clark ‘an eminent practitioner of twenty years Cosa any and who had 
charge of the patient. bis 
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Artificial Petrifaction—By a private letter from Paris, we learn that 
an Italian gentleman was in that city, who claims to possess the process 
of the celebrated Segato, for preserving the human body, with some 
improvements. He exhibited a snail perfectly preserved, with the head 
protruding from the shell; also a frog, with all the appearance of life; 
an eel, coiled upon itself and in beautiful condition; a small yellow 
Canary bird, with all its colors and shape. Besides these, he had a 
number of fishes, and a piece of kidney, having much the appearance 
and consistence of polished marble; a piece of liver; a tongue, a child’s 
hand, through which could be seen the rays ; a man’s hand, nails perfect ; 
and, lastly, two human heads, in an admirable state of preservation, the 
hair not being at all changed The skin looked dark in all the specimens, 
but coming as they did from Neapolitan lazzaroni, it is not certain how 
much is to be attributed to natural complexion, or whether it had been 
altered by the process. At all events, the art seems to promise well for 
anatomical pursuits, and may perhaps succeed in a degree for embalming, 
but it is questionable whether the natural colors can be retained. The 
inventor is soon expected in the United States, with a view to obtaining a 
— which may have already been secured in the different countries of 

urope. It is confidently expected that the secret will soon be fully 
known, since it is represented to be quite simple, requiring only a tub, 
some few chemical substances, and an immersion from ten to twelve days. 

The inventor calls it the petrifactive process—but the articles he has 


se agp in the new way, have not the weight of stone, although they are 
avier than wood. 


St. Luke’s Day.—T he Evangelist Luke, who was styled the beloved phy- 
sician, is considered the patron saint of the medical profession in Catholic 
countries. On Saturday, October 19th, which was St. Luke’s day, a few 
medical gentlemen of Boston commemorated it by dining together. We 
consider it a happy circumstance when any apology is found for bring- 
ing the brotherhood into social contact. Formerly, the medical practi- 
tioners of the city had regular meetings, which served the important 
“ae oy of making them acquainted with each other. A new generation 

gins to show itself; but those conventional relations, so conducive to the 
happiness of professional life, which for twenty years particularly charac- 
terized the intercourse of medical men, are quite neglected, and in fact 
seem to have been forgotten. 


Review of the Philosophy of Medical Science.—Another paper has 
appeared in the October No. of the Southern Literary Messenger, written 
by Dr. Samuel Annan, Professor of Pathology, &c., in the Washington 

niversity of Baltimore. He presents Dr. Bartlett’s doctrines in a new 
aspect, and criticizes the work which bears the title prefixed to these 


a 
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remarks, as though he owed it agrudge. Here is a specimen of his review. 
** A disposition to see nothing good or beautiful over the wide domain of 
both physical and medical science—to show that he, the author, alone 
possesses the true secret of scientific investigation—and that, when he 
dies, wisdom will perish with hin; in a word, to exalt himself, at the ex- 
pense of the whole scientific world, is manifest throughout the work.” 
Fortunately for the reviewer, Dr. Bartlett is now in some remote part 
of Europe, and hence he can thrash the shadow with perfect impunity ; 
but we opine that a day for a literary retaliation will come, when the 


charges made by Dr. A. will be fully refuted by one so well able to vindi- 
cate himself as Dr. Elisha Bartlett. 


Lectures on Puerperal Fevers.—By request of a committee of medical 
students, three lectures on puerperal fevers, by William Harris, M.D., of 
Philadelphia, have been published. The best commendation in our power 
to bestow on the meritorious efforts of those who labor to lessen the 
amount of haman meta + is to copy their own language and thus 
circulate their opinions. e have already done so in regard to these 
valuable discourses, by extracts published inthe Journal. More extensive 
drafts would be made upon them, were it not for the amount of medico- 
literary matter that has recently accumulated upon our hands. 


Allotropism of Chlorine.—In looking over the American Journal of 
Science and Arts, a paper by that learned chemist, Professor Draper, of 
the University of New York, was noticed. It has since appeared in a neat 
pamphlet form. Those who understand what is called the theory of 
substitutions, will doubtless feast on this. Some idea may be formed of 
the character of the author’s researches by the leading divisions of the 
subject, viz.: phenomena of the decomposition of water, by chlorine, in 
the rays of the sun; on the relations of chlorine and hydrogen, and the 
allotropism of chlorine, or its passive and active states. The fact is, this 
is an exceedingly profound dissertation, although, perhaps, rather too dry 
for the every-day reading of persons not intimately familiar with the 
present state of chemical science. 


Legal Medicine.—At Dartmouth College, a professor of legal medicine 
has been appointed, which is an important addition to a board of faculty, 
already distinguished for devotion to the best interests of students. Why 
has not the subject of legal medicine, as a distinct branch of instruction, 
been introduced more generally into the schools? Some years ago the 
Hon. Henry Hubbard, of Pittsfield, Mass., gave a series of lectures, of a 
high order, before the Berkshire Medical Institution class. Had they been 
published, they would have sent his name over the world witheclat. From 
the catalogue, it is evident that Dartmouth College, which should be the 
pride of New Hampshire, is in excellent condition, both in the academical 
as well as medical department. 


New York State Lunatic Asylum.—At present, as in past times, the 
Asylum at Utica is constantly full—the number of patients averaging 
between 269 and 270. It has been remarkably healthy there—only one 
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death having occurred in three months. The additions to the already 
colossal structure, are up, so that by another season accommodations will 
exist for six hundred. To a stranger, in passing by, the establishment 
appears outwardly to be on a gigantic scale. 


New Remedy for Insanity.—A new work by M. Moreai, of the Bicétre, 
entitled Du Hachisch et de L’Alienation Mentale, &c., has much in 
praise of the Cannabis Indica, which we have been offering to the profession 
as a remedy for neuralgia. If it is half as remarkable in diseases of the 
mind, or rather brain, as represented by this enthusiastic French savan, 
its discovery must be of much importance to the civilized world. 


Lodgement of Shot in the Body.—Dr. Gilbert, of this city, who formerly 
practised medicine at Brattleboro’, Vt., relates, that about ten years ago, 
two children were standing in the rear of a waggon, from which a loaded 

n was accidentally discharged. A heavy charge of shot was poured 
into the faces, breast and abdomen of them both, but they were not killed. 
Several shot passed entirely through the parietes of the abdomen, so that 
a probe entered freely—and yet there was little or no inflammation or 
disturbance in the system. The youngest had a shot exactly through the 
pupil of the right eye. The organ did not appear to suffer much, although 
a little diminished in volume, and wholly destroyed for the purposes of 
vision, As many as seven shot perforated the os frontis of the same little 
girl, which the surgeon did not doubt, at the time, actually passed com- 

letely through the bone. None of the shot were ever extracted by art. 
t week, the gentleman who furnished these particulars, saw the father, 
who stated that the wounded children are in excellent health, having 
gore to young ladies. Where are the shot? It is well known that leaden 
alls have been carried half a century in the large muscles, not having 
been found when the wound was fresh, and that they have remained quies- 
cent all that period, without being productive of much inconvenience. 


Case of Luminous Breath.—A case of this description was copied into 
the Journal, from an English periodical, some time since. Dr. Wm. 
Huggins, of Trinidad, relates a similar case in the London Lancet of 

t. 6th, which we here quote. 

“One Hugh McCullum, a carpenter, an habitual drunkard, had been 
suffering for some time, and was under my treatment, at different periods, 
for disease of the lungs, liver and stomach. At about the commencement 
of August last he was suddenly seized with excessive cough, difficulty of 
breathing, and diarrhea. The last I checked, to a certain extent, but 
the cough and dyspnea continued to his death. On the night of the 7th 
or Sth, a black man, who was attending to him, called up the overseer of 
the estate (an American Quaker, of undoubted veracity), telling him that 
the unfortunate McCullum was at his last gasp. The overséer arrived 
just in time to see him die, and observed, plainly, a spark of bright-red 
color issue from his mouth, and disappear immediately. When he told 
me of it on the following day, I laughed at him, saying that he must have 
seen the reflection from the candle on a bubble of saliva, He replied 
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that it could not have been so, from the position of the candle; and on 
my inquiring of the attendant, I found that he also had seen what he 
termed ‘ fire come out of his mouth.’ I made a post-mortem examination 
of the body, for the benefit of all the lovers of the ‘fire-water’ on the 
estate, and lectured them as severely as I could, stating what I expected 
to find in a man of such habits—that is, disease of the stomach, enlarged 
nutmeg-liver, and lungs affected. These proved to be the appearances.” 


Anchylosis of the Lower Jaw.—Mr. French relates, in the London 
Medical Gazette, the case of an individual, aged 22, who from infancy 
had been brought up in the workhouse. He was unable to separate his 
jaws, and had taken food through an opening made by the removal of 
several of the incisor teeth. Atl4 years of age it was proposed to afford 
him some relief by an operation. This was tried, but unsuccessfully. 
He died suddenly from congestive apoplexy. After death, the following 

arances were observed at the seat of anchylosis : 

“The jaws on the left side were perfectly united, and only the smallest 

ee of motion could be made on the right; the soft parts were removed, 
and the base of the skull was macerated, when anchylosis was discovered 
to exist between the lower and upper jaw on the left side; the ramus of 
the inferior maxilla immediately external to the mental foramen extending 
upwards by a broad thin plate, and uniting with a corresponding plate of 
the superior maxilla, a cartilaginous material forming the bond of this 
union. 

“ The articulation of the jaws was normal, and if the exact seat of the 
anchylosis had been known during life, it is probable that an operation 
tpt ay been successful in restoring to a great degree the functions of 

mouth.” 


Montreal Eye Institution.—We have much pleasure in noticing the 
establishment of an institution for Diseases of the Eye in this city, under 
the care of Dr. Morson; Dr. Macdonnell being the consulting physician. 
We have no hesitation in expressing our conviction that a specific charity 
of the kind is much wanted, and we doubt not its success, from the talent 
brought to bear upon it. An Institution of this kind, however, ought to 
receive in-dvor patients, as well as out-door, to the latter class of which its 
benefits are to be restricted. Doubtless, as it progresses, and its pecuniary 
resources become more extended, its doors will be open to the reception 
of the former. With characteristic benevolence, we perceive that his 
Excellency the Governor-General has permitted his name to be associated 
with the undertaking, and we feel assured, that partaking as it will of his 
generosity and of his patronage, it must and will succeed.— British Ameri- 
can Med. Journal. 


Establishment of an Hospital at Kingston.—We are happy to perceive 
that a hospital for the reception of medical and surgical cases has been 
within the last month opened in Kingston. The position of that city at 
the termination of the upper lakes, and the commencement of the St. 
Lawrence river, should present numerous advantages in respect to the 
number and variety of the cases presenting themselves for admission ; 
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and if supported in a proper spirit by the community, would prove of 
infinite value to the city itself, as well as the adjacent country, where such 
an institution is much needed. There is no institution of the kind between 
Toronto and this city, a distance of about 389 miles. This fact speaks 
strongly for the necessity of one at Kingston, which is nearly intermediate. 
The hospital opens under the immediate professional charge of Dr. Hal- 
lowell and Dr. Sampson, the latter being the consulting physician. It has 
our best wishes for its success.— Ibid. 


Medical Society of Georgetown, Ky.—A society has been organized 
of the physicians of this neighboring town, the members of which meet 
together at stated times, for the purpose of mutual improvement-ia know- 
ledge and good feelings. Interesting cases, which may occur in the 
practice of any of the members, are orally described, and a stated subject 

conversation is reguiarly discussed. 

Physicians ought constantly to ‘‘ compare notes” together, and should 
seek to preserve harmony and good feeling among themselves; at the 
same time, they should constantly review their cases and acquire facility 
in communicating to each other and to the public, their observations, the 
results of their experience and their thoughts, either by speech or by the 
pen. In this view, the society at Georgetown must be productive of good 
effects.— Western Lancet. 


Peculiarities of Ancient Teeth._—Dr. Allnattt describes, in the London 
Medical Gazette, the following peculiarities in the teeth which he 
found in the skull of an ancient Roman. He says a similar peculiarity 
has beer observed by others, as belonging to the ancient skulls of different 
nations. Thus it has been noticed in skullstaken from Saxon and Celtic 
tumuli, in those from Brazil, Egypt and New Zealand. 

“The existing teeth in the upper jaw (the only one, unfortunately, 
oer are eleven in number; five of the molares were lost during 
ife, as the alveolar processes are consolidated by ossification. The crowns 
of the incisors stand prominently from the jaw, and are evidently not 
worn to any extent by attrition, but instead of presenting the usual wedge- 
shaped appearance, they are of an irregular solid oval form, strongly 
coated with enamel, and in every respect like the natural molares. 
The bicuspides have also lost their identity, and partake of the same pecu- 
liarity, so that the whole row presents the appearance, along the entire 
line, of a set of sturdy and uniform molares.” 


Transplanting the Cornea.—One of the very last propositions in opera- 
tive surgery, is to transplant the transparent cornea from young animals 
to the eyes of blind men and women, who previously have their own 
clouded ones dissected out. It has actually been done, partially, by Dr. 
Plouviez, of Lille. He took one from a young dog, for a girl who had lost 
her sight by smallpox ; but she could only perceive light, and not objects. 


Medical Miscellany.—A _ gall-bladder is said to have been taken from 
a patient who died in Guy’s Hospital, so enormously distended, as to hold 
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three wash-hand basins of fluid. How large were the basins !—Professor 
Lallemand, of Montpellier, has been elected to the vacant place in the 
Academy, made so by the death of Breschet, and consequently removed 
to Paris. M. Boyer has taken the chair of Breschet, as surgeon of St. 
Louis. Jobert was first elected, but declined the honor on account of 
certain restrictions by the council.—A person lately died in Paris, said to 
be the son of an English lord, who left a widow. On examination of the 
body, the husband proved to be a woman !—Blisters in typhoid fever, 
according to M. Louis, are both useless and dangerous, from the tendency 
to ulceration and gangrene of all sores in cases of that fever.—A new 
chemical antidote for the poison of corrosive sublimate, is protochloride 
of tin—two parts dissolved in thirty parts of water, which, in the stomach, 
seduces one part of the poison to a state of metallic mercury.—A new 
method of treating mothers’ marks on children is to puncture them, and 
inject a saturated solution of alum. Inflammation ensues and, finally, 
the nevus disappears.—T wo religious periodicals in London have excluded 
quack advertisements from their pages.—Fossil human bones have been 
found in the province of Minas Geres, in Brazil, which has led to the 
idea that the southern part of America was inhabited by men before any 
other part of the continent.—Perhaps the richest private medical residence 
in the world, is Dr. Hevia’s, nine miles from Havana, in the district of 
Marianao, leased temporarily, at present, to Santa Anna, the extirpated 
Mexican Dictator.—In England, last year, 168 persons died by accidental 
poisoning. —The cholera has entirely disappeared from Sukkar and Hy- 
decabad, in India.—Smallpox is represented to be very prevalent at Ply- 
mouth, Mass., and also in some parts of Western New York.—Prof. T. 
Shephard has brought from the copper regions, on Lake Superior, a speci- 
men of ore, weighing 1600 pounds, almost pure metal.—No. 3, Vol. 1V., 
of the Homeopathic Examiner, by Drs. Gray and Hemple, is advertised.— 
The past summer has been a sickly one in Missouri and Illinois. It has 
been estimated that 200,000 persons, in those States, have been ill of dis- 
eases peculiar to the season there.—In the city of New Haven, Conn., 
there are 390 females more than males. In Massachusetts, the females 
are supposed to be vastly in the majority.— Where is the Manual of Medi- 
eal Jurisprudence, by Amos Deane, Esq., to be found !—The medical lec- 
tures will soon commence at the College in Boston ; the introductory will 
be given by Dr. Channing, and will be worth hearing. 


To Cornresronpents.—The Connecticut Medical Society Prize Essay on 
Scarlatina, by Dr. Ellsworth, of Hertford, has, at the request of the Editor of the 
Journal, been forwarded for publication, and will soon be commenced.—Addi- 
tional particulars from Dr. Bradley, of Bangkok, Siam, respecting vaccination im 

place, have been received, and will soon be published. 


Dire.—In Cambridge, Mass., Dr. Timothy L. Jennison, 84.—At Turner, Me. 
Lewis Phinney, M.D., of Jewett City, Conn. 


6—dropsy, 
hooping cough, 2—Jung fever, 5—dyspepsia, 1—gravel, 1—disease of the bowels, 3—accidental, }-~ 
heurt 


teething, |. 
Under 5 years, 27—between 5 and 20 years, 3—between 20 and 60 years, 12—over 60 years, 5. 


_ 
Number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Oct. 25, 47.—Malee, 25 ; Females, 22. 8tillborn, 8, 
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Poisoning by Oralic Acid. By Micnatt Keatine O’Snea, M.R.C.S. 
Eng., Lambeth.—In the year 1839, during my practice in Dublin, | was 
attracted late at night, by a woman, in seeming distress, being ejected 
from an apothecary’s door, and on inquiry, I was told her husband had 
taken poison. | 

On my arrival at his residence, he complained of a burning sensation 
about the pharynx and esophagus. His having had recourse to tepid 
water, with a view of emetic action (at his own instigation, before | saw 
him), must have tended materially to aggravate his case, by contributing 
to the solution of the ingesta (oxalic acid), and its more extensive applica- 
tion to the surface of the stomach. 

His tongue was coated ; his pulse was small, quick, and wiry; and an 
anxious countenance, with complete prostration of strength, exhibited the 
py of this infatuated being. The palate was vesicated, and the pha- 
rynx highly inflamed ; the cardiac extremity of the stomach and epigas- 
trium were marked by a degree of exquisite tenderness, and he vomited 
dark, grumous and charred bloody matter. 

In order to more fully understand this case, before I allude to the treat- 
ment, it is necessary to premise that [I did not see him for full fourteen 
hours after he had taken the poison, which he effecicd at Bray, a village 
ten Irish miles from Dublin, and travelled to the latter place without using 
any remedy saving the tepid water before mentioned. 

On his arrival at Dublin, early in the day, he had recourse to the 
apothecary, to whom I have alluded, who gave him some powered rhubarb 
and magnesia, of which he took very little, and I should have noted, that 
the quantity of oxalic acid taken exceeded an ounce. 

There can be no doubt about the poison. The person who sold it 
acknowledged to it; the wife bore testimony to its being taken in her 
presence ; and a small portion which remained in his pocket was tested at 
the University laboratory, by Dr. Barker, of Hatch street. 

With such a case before me,I was alarmed for the result, and first 
sought for lime as an antidote to the poison. As the vomiting was free, 
copious and constant, I interfered not in this respect with nature, ever 
sensitive towards relieving herself of any foreign and injurious substance, 
but as the living machine must have sustained considerable damage, I 
applied myself to its repair, guided by the symptoms. Following these, 
my treatment consisted in copious venesection ; free exhibition of calomel 
and opium ; mucilaginous mixtures; a large blister on the epigastrium, 
dressed with nitrate of mercury ointment, terebinthinate enemas, with 
sulphate of magnesia, and, when the stomach became irritable, efferves- 
cing saline medicine. The man was confined for some time, but ultimately 
secovered, and again entered service as a gentleman’s coachman. 

I saw him twelve months after his recovery, and he looked very well, 
but complained of a sense of constriction about the wsophagus, and of 
being occasionally dyspeptic.— London Lancet. 


New Medical Books in London.—A Dictionary of Practical Medicine. 
By James Copland, M.D. Part X. From Palate to Pestilence.—Medical 
and Physiological Problems; being chiefly Researches for correct princi- 
pies Tn a in disputed points of Medical Practice. By William 

rifin, M.D. 
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